D=1g HiegfHye BPen 9
CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

CBSE-Acad/Cir/2020 January 13, 2020
Circular No.: Acad-05/2020

To
The Heads of all Institutions affiliated to CBSE

Sub: CBSE Reading Challenge 2019-2020

As the goals, processes and assessment of learning move from memorization of information to acquisition of
21* century competencies of communication, critical and creative thinking and problem solving, the ability to
locate, understand and reflect on various kinds of information has become more crucial. It is well accepted
that Reading Literacy is not only a foundation for achievement in other subject areas within the educational
system but also a prerequisite for successful participation in most areas of adult life.

With a focus on promoting Reading Literacy among the learners, the Central Board of Secondary Education
is organizing a Reading Challenge.

Details of the CBSE Reading Challenge

1. Competencies to be assessed: This contest would engage the participants with a variety of texts (graphic,
texts with/without words) and focus on assessing the following competencies of learners:

¢ the ability to read with accuracy and process text in order to understand it;

e the ability to read with comprehension;

o the ability to construct meaning by retrieving information, relating text with their previous
knowledge and integrating information;

e the ability to interpret information and draw inference and

o the ability to reflect and evaluate to assess the quality and credibility of text.

* The contest is going to be held initially for Reading in English
2. Eligibility:
Round One/First stage: All students of classes VI1I-X in CBSE affiliated schools.

Round Two/Second stage: Best six students from each affiliated school registered after the first
stage.

3. Nature of the Test: The test would focus on both speed and accuracy. The question paper with reading
tasks shall comprise 5-8 passages, each passage followed by objective type questions. The student
participants are expected to complete the paper as quickly as possible. The students who correctly answer the
paper in the shortest duration of time will be selected.

4. Procedure of Selection: The test shall be conducted in two stages:
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A. Round One/First stage:

(i) An affiliated school can register its students (classes VIII, IX and X) through the link on CBSE
Reading Challenge available on the CBSE website i.e. www.cbse.nic.in for Round One/First stage
of the CBSE Reading Challenge from 13" January to 22" January 2020. To avoid last moment
rush, schools are advised to register well before the last date. No fees shall be charged for this
stage.

(i) On 23" January 2020, a question paper with reading task would be made available to the
registered schools with the scoring criteria.

(iii) The school shall organize the test for the registered students between 23™ January 2020 to 25"
January 2020 and identify six students (2 each from classes VIII, IX and X) on the basis of their
performance on the assigned reading task. In case more than six students perform at the same level, a
suitable screening test may be conducted by the schools at their own end to identify the six best
students.

(iv) Schools shall register the names of these six students by paying registration fee of Rs. 1200/-
(Rs.200/- for each student) by logging in through the online link between 27" January 2020 to 2™
February 2020.

B. Round Two/Second stage:

(i) A computer based Reading Test would be conducted by the Board for the registered students from
4™ February 2020 to 7™ February 2020. Only the schools that have completed the first stage shall
be eligible for the second stage.

(i) The detailed modalities of conduct of the test shall be communicated to the schools that register
students for the second round of the challenge.

5. Fees: There shall be no fees for participating in the first stage. However, Registration fee of Rs. 200/-
per students (Rs. 1200/- per school) shall be charged for participation in the challenge at the Final stage. Fees
would be accepted only through Debit card/ Credit Card/ NEFT at the time of registration of Round Two. Fee
once paid shall not be refunded.

6. Recognition of the students: All the participants of Round Two will be issued an online participation &
appreciation certificate by the Board. Best 50 performers from each Region will be issued a merit certificate.

All schools may encourage their students to participate in the CBSE Reading Challenge as it would provide
learners an opportunity to practice and demonstrate their reading skills.

For any clarifications you may send an email to cbsereadingchallenge@gmail.com or call on 011-23233227.

“yfe

(Dr. Joseph Emmanuel)
Director (Academics)
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Copy to the respective Heads of Directorates, Organizations and Institutions as indicated below with a request
to disseminate the information to all the schools under their jurisdiction:

1. The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18-Institutional Area, Shaheed Jeet Singh Marg,
New Delhi-16

2. The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, B-15, Sector-62, Institutional Area, Noida201309

3. The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Old Secretariat, Delhil10
054

4. The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 9, Chandigarh160017

5. The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim —737101

6. The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar —791 111

7. The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair — 744101

8. The Director of Education, S.I.E., CBSE Cell, VIP Road, Junglee Ghat, P.O. 744103, A&N Island

9. The Director, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESSESS Plaza, Community Centre, Sector 3,
Rohini

10. The Additional Director General of Army Education, A — Wing, Sena Bhawan, DHQ, PO, New Delhi-
110001

11. The Secretary AWES, Integrated Headquarters of MoD (Army), FDRC Building No. 202,Shankar Vihar
(Near APS), Delhi Cantt-110010

12. The Under Secretary (EE-1), MHRD, Govt. of India, Department of SE&L, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-
01

13. All Regional Directors/Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this circular to all the Heads
of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective regions

14. All Joint Secretary/ Deputy Secretary/ Assistant Secretary / Analyst, CBSE

15. All Head(s)/ In-Charge(s), Centre of Excellence, CBSE

16. In charge IT Unit with the request to put this circular on the CBSE Academic website

17. In-Charge, Library

18. The Senior Public Relations Officer, CBSE

19. PPS to Chairperson, CBSE

20. SPS to Secretary, CBSE

21. SPS to Controller of Examinations, CBSE

22. SPS to Director (Information Technology), CBSE

23. SPS to Director (CTET), CBSE

24. SPS to Director (Professional Examinations), CBSE

25. SPS to Director (EDUSAT), CBSE

26. SPS to Director (Academics), CBSE

27. SPS to Director (Skill Education & Training), CBSE

28. Record File

—

Dr. Joseph Emmanuel
Director (Academics)
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